
Choosing a Health Insurance Plan? 
 
You should take advantage of a new consumer benefit to help you compare health insurance plans. 

Beginning September 23, 2012, all private insurers must describe their health policies in a same way. 

Here’s an example of the first page of this description, so you know what to look for.  
 

 
 

You have a right to this information which will help you as you shop for health insurance. Be sure to ask 

your insurer or employer for it. On the form you’ll find:   

 

 

 Definitions of key insurance terms such as deductible and 

out-of-pocket limit. 

 Plan details in the same place on every form, so you can 

line up forms and compare plans. 

  A list of the services the health insurance plan doesn’t 

cover. 

 A new way to explain how the plan covers certain medical 

situations; look for Coverage Examples  

 
 

You won’t see this form if you shop for Medicare (coverage for seniors and people with disabilities), 

military coverage (like TRICARE or Veterans) or state Medicaid and CHIP programs.  These insurers don’t 

have to provide it.  

 

Questions? Contact the Office of the Health Insurance Commissioner at: 

 

Office of the Health Insurance Commissioner 

1511 Pontiac Ave, Building #69 first floor, Cranston, RI 02920  

(401) 462-9517  

(401) 462-9645 (fax) 

HealthInsInquiry@ohic.ri.gov 

 

You can also see a handy guide to the form at www.consumerreports.org/SBCinfo.  
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